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1. PURKSE, This advisorycirc&r (AC)provides informationand 
guidanceaboutaccept&lemaintenance programs fcr: U.S.-registered aircraft 
subject to Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 129. 

2. Ftms. Therequir~tformaint~ce~~~appraved~er 
FAR Part 129 applies to U.S. -registered aircraft listed m operations 
specifications issued mder FAR Section 129.11. It further applies to each 
foreign perscn operating a U.S.-registered aircraft in camm carriage 
withinor outsidetheUnitedStates. Theregulatoryreguiraments for 
applicability of the maintenance programs desaibed in this advisory 
circular are FAR Sections 129.1 and 129.14. 

3. RExAm REAmNGMATERIAL. 

a. Advisory Circular 120-XC, Ccntinuous Airworthiness Maintenance 
Programs. 

b. Advisory Circular 120-17A, Maintenance Qntrolby Reliability 
Methods. 

c. Advisory Circular 121-22, Maintenance Review Board. 

d. Advisory Circular 20-62C, Eligibility, Quality, and Identification 
of Approved Aeronautical Replacement Parts. 

4. El%-* 

a. FAR Part 129 was amended May 28, 1987, to require Federaf Aviation 
Z&ministration (FAA) approval of maintenance progranrs fap U.S.-registered 
aircraft engaged in cumm carriage by foreign air carriers and other 
foreign per-. The stamdards for these programs are in International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICW) Amex 6, Part I; specificallyXhapters 8 
an3 11. FARParts 43, 91, 121, and125 were concurrentlyammdedto 
accmmadatethe mt to FAR Part 129. 

b. Most foreignair carriers and foreignpersms engagedin o3mrcn 
carriage operatims have aircraft maintenance programrequirementsadopted 
by their domestic gxernments which are ccnsistentwiththe international 
standards in Part I of Annex6tothe~v~ticm~1InternationalCivil 
Aviation (ICAD). ICWAnnex6 requires eachcpsratortoccauplywiththe 
terms of the aircraft's certificate of airworthiness and to maintain the 
aircraft in an airworthy condition. Tomeetthesereguirsments, each 
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foreign operator of a U.S. -registered aircraft used in cunmon carriagemust 
ensurethatthe aircraft is maintainedby agualifiedorganizationwitha 
well-trained staff and adequate wmkshops, equipmt, and facilities. That 
organization must also have appropriate maintenance manuals, reaxd5, an3 
proc&ares regarding training, inspection, and releaseofthe aircraft. 
Hcmever, sane anmtries niay not have requirements canpletely amsistent 
withthe ICAD aircraftmaintenanceprogramrequirements. Thismeans that 
U.S.-registered aircraft apsrated by foreign air carriers W persons frari 
tbosecomtries might not meet these international standards. Toallw 
operation of these aircraft wld be inconsistent with U.S. obligations 
under international agreements for aircraft of its registry. These 
amendments will, therefore, require qliance with the United States' 
internatiaMlairworthiness obligations. -bar, this alIe&mlt extends 
FAR Part 129 to apply to each foreign operator of a U.S.-registered 
aircraft engaged in CormyTl carriage qqerating either into and out of ar 
totally 0utsidetheUnitedStates. 

. 

5. IEFINITICHS. 

a. MaintenanceProgram, orMaintenanceProqramUnderFARPart129. 
The maintenance program as defined by ICNI Annex 6, Part I. 

b. Aircraft MaintenancePrcqram. That prtion of the maintenance 
programdescr&ed abwethatspecifiesthe frequency, axtent, and 
description of maintenance tasks performed on a specified aircraft make and 
RKXkl. Refer to mix 1, Examples 1 ti 2, for maintenance FeF= 
layering. 

c. -ator. The person identified in the applicability section 
of FAR Part 129. 

d. Omntry of Operatim. The amntrythat issues the air terrier 
qerating certificate or: otherwise authorizing m carriage operations. 

e. AssignedInspect The FAAinspector assigned wmpliance 
responsibility for main&& prcgrams apprwed under FAR Section 129.14. 

6. DISUJSSICN. 

Thestandard for maintenanceprograms apprwedunder FARPart 
is IC&Annex6,Part I. Thisannexprescribes, inbroadterms,a 
etinuous airworthiness maintenance program. mtinuous airworthiness 
maintenance pograms approved by the muntry of operation fos aircraft on 
its register differ fran maintenance programs apprwed by the FAA for 
U.S.-registered aircraft under FAR Part 129. The significant difference is 
that maintenance programs for aircraft registered to the country of 
cperaticn usually include the authority to perform maintenance cn those 
aircraft, whereas the FM-apprwed programs for U.S.-registered aircraft 
under FAR Part 129 do not. Therefore, maintenance stanaaxas aId 
administration of the maintenance function are apprwed under FAR Part 129 
butperformance of maintenanceoftheaircraft is cpvernedbythe 
provisions of FAR Part 43. 
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b. There is a strong safety advantage in enabling an operator to use 
a singlemaintenance program for aparticular fleetratherthan reguiring 
that certain aircraft in that fleet be maintained according to a different 
progr=- The ideal situation is cc4mmn administratim, cunmonmanuals, 
axmn persamel qualification requirements, aanmn parts, supplies, etc. 
In this situatim, maintenance persmnel at all levels are not required to 
adjust theirproceduresandstandards for aparticular aircraftinan 
operator's fleet because of its registration. To avoid or minimize special 
requirements for U.S.-registered aircraft, the assigned inspects should 
discuss any inadequacies of the existing maintenarmz programs with the 
operator and affected civil air authority. If an issue cannot be resolved, 
the programmustbeamendedto includetheFW4requirements. 

7. ICFOXWEX6 MAwIm?Nc!EP#x;RAMREuJIRRm7rS. This paragraph 
identifies and discusses the provisions of ICAD Annex 6 that pertain to 
laaintenance programs for air carrier aircraft. These provisions are the 
standards expressed inPart I, Chapters 8a& 11, oftheannexand are 
inch&d as Appendix 3 to this AC. Theyareindividuallyrestatedbelm~ in 
bold type follawed by F'AA's interpretation of hem eadh standard applies to 
U.S.-registered aircraft under ERR Part 129. 

a. ICM Amex 6 Standard 8.1, -al. 

(1) 8.1.1. Anoperator shallensurethatthere isprovidedan 
organizatianincludingtrainedstaff,wadkshopsMdothereSluipPentand 
facilitiestomaintainhisaer@.anes inanairworthyamditianwhen in 
use. 

This subparagraph assigns responsibility to the operator for maintenance of 
the aircraft it operates. 

(2) 8.1.2. when the performance ofthelmintenance 
8.1is assigned, eitherpartiallyorwholly, toamaintenance 

requiredin 
cqanizatim 

qovedbythestateof Registryoftheaercrplanecmcerned, the 
operator's reqmsibility for qliance with Standards 8.2, 8.3 an3 8.4, 
which follow, shallbemodifiedacmrdiqtothe extenttowhich 
mint-ceis assigned. 

This subparagraph allam anoperatortoamtract for maintenanceto'another 
organization. It provides for maintenance of the U.S.-registered aircraft 
in the operator's fleet by an FM-approved repair static. 

b. ICAO Amex 6 Standard 8.2, Maintmance Manual. 

(1) 8.2.1. An operator shall ensure that there is provided, 
fortheuseandguidauceofmaintenance mganizations andpersamel, a 
Maintenance Manual cxmtainingthe informtim specified in 11.3. 

(2) 8.2.2. An operator shall ensure that the Maintenan~ 
IQnual is amarded or revised as is necewaqtokeepthe information 
oontainedthereinuptodate. 
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(3) 8.2.3. Copies of all revisiam and amendmmts of a 
Maint~Manudlshdllbefurnisheapa~lytoallorganizatiarsop: 
per~to~tbnmnualhasbeenissued. 

Tbsesubparagraphs require the operatortohaveacanpxhensiveand 
controlled manual system (details of referenced standard 11.3 are included 
later in this section). 

- It is anticipated that the cperator's existing manual system should 
satisfy this requirement except for unique requirements fm U.S.-registered 
aircraft. 

- Thereisno reasm or requirement for a separatemanual system for the 
U.S.-registered aircraft, but the operator's manual system should encaupass 
the U.S.-registered aircraft. It should describe its relationship to the 
operatar's repair station manual (if applicable) and manuals of other 
repair staticns whose services the operator uses. 

- Operatorswhocontract far acamplishmentof all or partoftheir 
maintenance tier their mn aircraft maintenance progqm slvsuld describe 
sucharrangements intheirmanual system. 

- Operators who amtract to adopt another operator's approved aircraft 
maintenanceprogramshxldinclude in their mnualadescriptionofhowthe 
amtractual arrangement is amtrolled. Such amtractual arrangements 
slmuld alsobedescribed inthemanual of the organizatimperformingthe 
maintenance. This may involve manuals approved under FAR Parts 129, 145, 
or Mth. 

- The operator's manual should address all aspects of the maintenance 
program such as parts provisioning, operational performance monitoring, 
reliability factions , weight and balance amtrol, etc. 

- The operator's manual should address its training policies and 
procedures including training for personnel employed by repair staticms 
whose services they utilize. For repair station perscnnel, this 
requirement may be satisfied by reference to the repair station manual. 

- Certain manual ccntent pertinent to maintenance of U.S.-registered- 
aircraft may be required to be translated to the English language. 

c. IcpDAnnex6 Standard8.3,Tbining. An operator shall ensure 
that all maintenance persmnelareinstnactedregardingtbemaintenance 
~t~tobeemrployed,inparticularwhennewar~familiarequi~tis 
introduced intoservice. 

This requirement appliestopersonneldirectly employedpYthe qerator and 
to repair station persmnel. 
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d. IC?DAnnex6 Standard8.4, Inspection. Ancperator shallensure 
thatthereis providedasystemofinspsctiontoensurethatall 
maintenance,overhaul,mddificatia3s and repairswhichaffect 
airmrthiness,areeffecteAas prescribedinthe MaintenanceManual. 

This standard requires acomprehensiveinspection element. Altkugh 
inspectims of U.S.-registered aircraft are accauplished under FAR Part 43, 
the adequacyoftheinspection fmctionmustbe assuredbythe program 
approved under FAR Part 129. The inspection systemprescribedbythis 
paragraph does not include the FAR Part 121 required inspection item system. 
Hwever, it skvwld have sufficient scope to ensure prope.r acamplishment of 
critical maintenance items even though they may not be specifically 
addressed. 

e. IQuJ Amex 6 Standard 8.5, QudLificatim to certify as airmrthy. 
E&ch perscn charged with the respmsibility of certifying as to the 
airmrthinessof ana~~~eshallbequalified~~AMex1. 

Thatpersonmustalsobe authorized under FARParts 43 and145tobe 
eligible to certify U.S.-registered aircraft as airworthy. 

f. XX0 Annex 6 Standard 8.6, Modificatim and repairs. AU 
tiificatians and repairs shall be effected in acaxdancewithmsth3ds 
appmpriatetoths aeroplaneamcerned. 

In addition to the basic requirement of this paragraph, all data for major 
repairs and major alterations of U.S.-registered aircraft must be 
FAA-approved. FARPart 43 Fescribes whomay accomplishmajor repairs and 
major alterations to U.S.-registered aircraft. 

ICAOAnnex 6 Standard 8.7,Mainte~mce Release. A Maintsnance 

Llnder Annexltocertifythatthemaintenancewarkhas~ oolnpleted 
satisfactorily and inacmrdmcewiththenwt~prescribed in the 
Maintenan~Manual. 

Thatpersonmust alsobe authorized under FARParts 43 or 145 to execute 
the maintenance release for U.S.-registered aircraft. Further, the 
operator must designate in its maintenance program approved under * 
FAEXPart129the pexsmswhoareauthorized tosignthemaintenance 
release. 

h. IC!?GAnnex6 Standard 8.8,Rea~ds. 

(1) 8.8.1. An operator shallensurethat the follawing reoxds 
arekept: 

a) in respect of the entire aerc@ane: thetotaltime in 
service: 

b) inrespect ofthemajor ~entsoftheaeroplane: 

1) thetotaltime inservice: 
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2) thedateof the lastcxerhault 

3) thedateofths last inspsctiac 

1) su&reoordsofthetimeinserviceasaremcemary 
to detti their serviceability or to Qappute their operating life; 

2) the date of the last inqmctian. 

(2) 8.8.1.1. Thesereuxdsshallbekeptforaperiodof 
90 days after the endofthe operating lifeofthe'unit to&ichthzy 
refer. 

NoFAAinterpretationis necessary. 

i. IcADAtmex6 Standard ll.3,Maintenance Manual. AMaintenance 
Manualprovided inaamrdancewith8.2 shallax~tainth follawixq 
infomaticminrespectoftheaeroplanesus&: 

a) proce3uresfoa:servicing&maintenance; 

This itemincltiesthetechnicalinstructions and standards for all levels 
of maintenance fortheaircraft incltiing engina, prcpellers, and 
appliances, generallyasmanufacturers' plblications,amsndedand 
supplementedas necessary to supportthemaintenance ;?rogrm* - 
descriptionofthemanual systemshoulddefinethe autlxxityof each 
publication within the system. Themaintenance manualprovidesthe 
acceptablemethods, techniques, andpractices specifiedby 
FAR Section 43.13. Italsoincludestheprocedures and standards to 
supportthework forms for the scheduledaircraftmaintenanceprogram. 

b) thefreguencyofea&chedr,overhaulorinspection: 

Themanual shoulddescribeor reference adescription of their maintenance 
scheduling system. If aspecial s&eduleoraseparateschedulingsj&em 
for U.S.-registered aircraft is necessary, it should be described in the 
operator's manual. 

c) the responsibilities of the various classes of skilled 
maintm persarnel; 

This manual section should address any special respxsibilities related to 
U.S.-registered aircraft. For example, an operator under FAR Part 129 
performs Irraintenance co its U.S.-registered aircraft outside of the 
United States under its foreign repair station rating. Inside the 
Unit&States, ancperatormustuse apersonauthorized underFARPart43 
beaause the foreign repair station rating does not authorize the 
perf~ceofmaintenanceinsidetheUnitedStates. 
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d)thesmicingzmdmaint~laethode tidrmaybe 
prescribedby, cxwhichrequirethepior agpmvalof, theStateof 
Resistrv. 

This section should also includemeth&sthatrequireF~A approval. This 
subject is amred inparagraphloof this advisory circular. 

e) theproc&ureforpreparingtheMaintmance -I-=, 
thecir~~whidhthisreleaseistobeissuedandths 
personnel required to sign it. 

FARPart prescribeswhatpersons areauthorieedtosignamainthance 
release. Thismanual sectimsbulddesignatetheperscnsauthorized to 
signthemaintenance release. 

j. IclLDAnnex6 Standard 1~.4,MaintenanceI?ele~e. AMaintm 
Releaseshallantainacertificationas tothesatisfactoryompletimof 
maintemncewurkwzriedoutinacmrdancewiththe 
the Maintenance Manual. 

metlmds~escribedin 

FARPart43is amendedtoaccept themet~,~ocedures,andpractices 
prescribedbyamaintmance programapproveduder FARPart 129as it does 
for programs approved under FARPart121. This allows for the release as 
statedinthis IcADparagraph. 

Aeroplan4~naticmalityam3registratian. 
Date. 
Namesofcrewmmhrs, 
Dutyassignmmtsofcreummbers. 
Place of deprture. 
Placeofarrival. 
Time of departure. 
Timofarrival. 
Eoursof flight. e 
Natureof flight (pivate,aerialwrk, 
scaeduled, m non-achsaulea). 
Incidents, cbervatiana, if any. 
Signatureofperson incharge. 

’ - 

(2) 11.5.2. Recemmrendatim.-Rkries intk JuzrneyIqBook 
s&uldbenmdemrrentlyand ininkor i&elible penciL 
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(3) 11.5.3. vtial.- Qnlpleted JasJmey mg Book sbald 
beretainedtoprovideacmtinuws recordofthslastsixraonths' 
aperatiaus. 

A-journey log is not madatory but is normally used as a oontinuous record 
of the maintenance status of aircraft. That sectianof the journey log 
shouldbe~ideredpartofthemaintenanceprogramanda~oved~er 
FAR Part 129. 

0. CXIMPLIJWCEWITHTYPE~IFICATFSTAN~ARDS. U.S.-registered aircraft 
withU.S. standard airworthiness certificates are required tobemaintained 
in ccntinuous conformity with their type certification requirements 
regardless oftheaxmtryof aperation. Twoexceptionstothis requirement 
areopsrationwithinoperative equipmentunderthetermsof anFAA-approved 
Minimum EquiIanent List (FAR Section 129.14) and operation under an FAA 
Special Flight Permit (FARSection 21.197). Themaintenanceprcgramunder 
FAR Part 129 and the aircraft mainteMnce programskwrld ensurecontinuous 
cuupliancewiththeserequirements. Specific areas of concern are: 

a. That major alterations and repairs are acccqlished in accordance 
with FAA-approved data. 

b. That replacement compcxlents and parts satisfy the same or 
equivalent certificatim basis as the vents and parts they replace. 
Advisory Circular 2&62C, Eligibility, Quality, and Identification of 
Approved Aeronautical Replacement Parts, addresses this subject. 

c. That materials used for repairs, such as cabin fabrics, must meet 
the flamnability and smissions requirements applioable to the materials 
they replace. Certifications fran the material manufacturers, 
labnratories, etc., that are acceptable to the Fore@ Civil Aviation 
Authority (EY!AA) as axnplying with the applicable certification standards 
are acceptable for inclusion intbe FAA-approved maintenanceprogram. 
-ever, iftheFCAAhas norequirement for suchprocedures, themethods 
used by the operator to determine canpliance with flanunability and emissim 
reguirmts will be evaluated for approval as part of the maintenance 
program* 

d. That FAilAirworthiness Directives areccmpliedwith and con&uous 
mpliance is maintained. 

e. That limits for life-limited parts are adhered to. 

f. That airworthiness limitations as prescribed by 
FARSectian 25.1529, for aircraftsubjecttothat FAPsectim, are adhered 
to. 

90 Tktother -atory maintenance requirements franthetype 
certification process, such as "certification maintenance requiresrrents'l 
published in the Maintenance Review Board (MEB) reports, are axnplied with. 

8 Par 7 



3/l/88 AC 129-4 

9. rwNI%YMC!E PWZFUW m FAR PAFQ 129. The maintenance Fogram under 
FARPart129oancerns the maintenance starrdards specifiedbyICADAnnex6 
(reference paragraph 7) that apply to all make and male1 U.S.-registered 
aircraft intheoperator's fleet engaged in cumccn carriage. It includes 
the quality control and quality assurance factions of the inspection 
system requirements of Annex 6, paragraph 8.4, and slrxrld include a system 
of ccntinuous analysis of the effectiveness ofthemaintenancepfogr~. 
It includes the mechanism for adjustment of the aircraft maintenance 
programs, reliability control (if applicable), and overall control of the 
aircraft maintenance F=9==* Thisprogramshnuldbe documented ?qy the 
operator as discussed in paragraph 16. 

10. AI- BPIIM;RAM. 

a. An individual aircraft maintenance program for each aircraft make 
andmodelis an essential part of a maintenan~programapproved under 
FARPart (Referencemixl, Examples land 2). Following are 
elements of an aircraft maintenance program extracted fran Advisory 
Circular 120-16C, Ccxitinuous Airworthiness Maintenance Programs, 
paragram4. 

(1) Aircraft Inspect' This elementdealswiththe routine 
inspectiotls, servicing, andteZ*performedaithe aircraftatprescribed 
intervals. It includes detailed instructions and standards (cn: references 
thereto) bywork furms, job cards, etc., which also serve to control the 
activity,, sndto record and account forthetasks that amuprisethis 
el-t . 

(2) scheduledMaintenance. This elementaxzernsmaintenance 
tasksperformedatprescribedintervals. Sa~earea~lished 
concurrentlywithinspectiuntasksthat are part of the inspection element 
andmaybeincludedanthesame form. Other tasks are acaxnplished 
independently. The. scheduled tasks include replacement of life-limited 
items, canpcnents requiring replam t for perialicoverhaul, special 
inspecticns suchasx-rays, &ecks artests for cndition items, 
lubrications, etc. Special work forms canbeprovided for acaqlishing 
thesetasks ortheycanbespecifiedbyaklork order or saneother mt. 
Inanycase,instructicnsandstandardsfaracccmplishingeadhtaskshould 
be provided to ensure its proper acaxnplishment and that it is recwded and 
signed for. 

(3) Unsdwzduled Maintenance. This elementprovidesprocedures, 
instructions, and standards for the accanplishment of maintenance tasks 
generatea by the inspection and scheduled maintenance elements, pilot 
reports, failureanalyses, or other indications of aneed for maintenance. 
Procedures for reporting, recording, and processing inspection findings and 
aperaticnalmalfuncticols in ccnjunctionwith scheduledmaintenance are an 
essential part of this element. Procedures for processing operational 
malfunctims andabormaloccurrences otherthanduring scheduled 
inspectionsmaybeaxmwn toallmake/modelaircraft,~tthe instructions 
and standards far these activities are provided by the individual aircraft 
lpaintenanceprogram. 
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(41 :-Igine, Repeller, and Appliance Repair andOverhaul. This 
element axx&G shop operations which, although they enaxupass Scheduled 

and unscheduil task;, &e remote from maintenance performe&othe 
aircraftasaunit. Aswiththeaircraft scheduledandunscheduled 
elements, instructionsand standards shouldbeprovidsdalaqwithameans 
for certifyingandrecordingthewaak. Appropriate lifelimited parts 
repla~treguirements are includedinthis element. 

(5) Structural InspectianProgram/AirframeOverhaul. This 
elementconcernsthe structuralinsuecticns identifiedastheDandE dhedr 
1evelbyMRBreports and/or airfr&major overhaul. Aswiththeaircraft 
inspection elements, detailed instructions and standards skwxlldbeprovided 
along with a mk ccntrol and reaxding means. In addition to structural 
inspscticn, airframemajor ov~~ulprogramsinclude extensive scheduled 
maintenance tasks. 

b. Themaintenancetasks, processes and freguencies for eachaircraft 
maintenancepragramareoriginallyderived from= reportsdevelopedunder 
Airline/Manufacturer Maintenance Planning Documents. pdvisory 
Circular 121-22,Maintenance Review-d, addresses this process. 

c. TheE!?4Awill ~r~aircraftmainteMnoe~~~basedonthe 
wopriate MRB report. Theaircraft maintenancepmgramadthe~ 
report cn which it is based must coincide with the aircraft -figuration. 
Ifthesediffer, theoperator shnild justify the affectedportionofthe 
progr=* 

(1) Aircraft maintenance or inspecticmprograms currently 
approved under FAR Sections 91.169 or 125.247 may be included in the 
aircraft maintenance program approved under FAR Part 129. 

(2) Operators~eaircraft~intenanceprogr~ (a: inspection 
partsof.thoseprograms) arenot currentlyapprovedundff 
F'AR Sections 91.169 or 125.247 may be required to justify all maintenance 
task contents and freguencychangesmadetothemaintenance program since 
its initial implementaticn under the MRB. The extent of justification will 
bedeterminedbytheassignedinspector withccnsideraticnofthe 
cperator's system for cantrolling the aircraft maintenance programs 
discuss&in paragraphs 11 am3 12. -. 

d. The aircraft maintenance prcgramshouldincl~ethe requirements 
0ftheSupplementdlStructural InspectionDocusEW (SSID), or reguirements 
generat& under the danqe tolerance structural certification basis, as 
applicable. 

e. The aircraft maintenance program should include biennial 
transpahrtests and inspections requiredby FARSectim 91.172. 

f. The metkds and standards far acccmplishing the maintenance tasks 
enaxnpassedbythe aircraft maintenance programaremainlyprovidedbythe 
manufacturers' maintenancemanuals. Thesemethalsandstandardsmaybe 
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mdifiedor alteredbytheoperator as prwided for by 
FAR Section 43.13(c). Procedures an3. requirements for such deviations are 
discussed in paragraph 11. 

g- Inspectim/Quality ccntrol for accunplishment of the aircraft 
mainteMnceprograms~dbepravidedbyaper~authorizedunder 
FARPart -is further authorizedbytheoperator. Except for minor 
items, this persm is normally a repair staticm under FAR Part 145 which 
may or may not be the operator's organization. In either case, the repair 
staticnis requiredby FARPart 145 toadhere to the operator's aircraft 
maintenance program. For minor items, a U.S.-certificated mechanic can 
performmaintenanceaccordingtothecperators aircraftmaintenanceprogram 
under the performance rules of FAR Section 43.13(c). 

11. AIERAFI~PXJGFWI~ 

a. The operator's system for adjusting the aircraft maintenance 
program, for both frequency and cantent, is an administrative functim of 
ths maintenance program tier FAR Part 129. 

b. The FAA requirements for adjustments to the operator's maintenance 
program will generally parallel the operator's civil aviation authority 
reguirements for its locally-registered aircraft. This inclties Changes in 
task frequency, aswell as changes in content, for both scheduled and 
unscheduled maintenance. 

c. Far program adjustments that require apprwal by the operator's 
authority, the justification data should be x&e available to the assign&l 
inspector for review, cx submitted for approval, as directed by the 
assigned inspector. 

d. Extensionof Cand Dcheck periods, and significantchangesto 
their content will reguire prior FAA approval regardless of the approval 
requirements of the operator's civil aviation authority. 

12. RRLIARILITY CXlTIK)L. A reliability amtrol system is essential for 
controlling aircraft maintenance programs using the condition monitoring 
process (EG1/2) or prqramsbasedontask analysis (-3). Wvisory 
Circular 120-17A, Maintemnce Control By Reliability Methods, is an- 
acceptable basis for reliability amtrol. 

a. FAA will not accept aircraft maintenance program changes based on 
the operator's reliability control system that exceed the scope of the 
changes acceptedbythecperator's ECAA. 

b. The separate reliability program dccument specified by AC l20-17A 
is not required provided equivalent requirements are contained elsewhere in 
the operator's manual system and the aslicability of the reliability 
functim to U.S.-registered aircraft is adequately defined. 
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c. The monthly report specified in X 120-17A is not necessary if 
equivalent data is provided to the opsrator's civil aviation authority. 
The assigned inspector will determine what reports are to be supplied to 
him/her for effective mcnitoring. Also, the assigned inspector will be 
provided access to reliability mntrol data, translated to Rqlish as 
necessary, and should have access to reliability related data on the 
operator's aquter (if applicable). Thesearrangements shouldbe 
inaxparated intheoperator'sFAA~ogr~description. 

a. Time limitations for aircraft inspections or vent 
inspections, checks, or replacements may be individually extended under the 
following conditions: 

(1) The need for escalation results from some unforeseen event 
that inhibits acccmplishingthetask at the scheduled period. 

(2) The operator's ECAA allows short-term escalation. 

(3) Short-term escalations shall not exceed 10 percent of the 
limit or 500 tiurstimein service (or equival~tcycles) without 
individual FAAapproval. 

(4) The escalation does not result in exceeding the,following: 

(i) Intervals.specified by FAA Airworthiness Directives. 

(ii) Life limits. 

(iii) Limitations specified by Minimum Equipment Lists or 
-figuration Deviation Lists. 

(iv) Structural saqling periods imposed by MRB. 

(v) Special Structural Inspection Program or damage 
tolerance requirements. 

b. The system for short-term escalation should bs described in &e 
operator'smanual system. 

14. Pwx;RAMADopTIcN. 

Note: This paragraphdoes not apply to consortium operators. 
Caxortiums are discussed in paragraph 15. 

Anoperator under FARPart 129 may adopt all or part of another 
operator's FAA-awroved aircraft maintenance program. Programs eligible 
for adcptian are those currently approved under FAR Parts 121, 129, or 135. 
The adcpted program does not have to be re-approved provided: 

a. The arrangement is subject to a oontractual agreement between the 
adopting operator and the holder of the approved program. 
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b. The program is evaluated and adjusted as necessary for 
envira7mental and operational differences of the adopting operator and for 
differences in aircraft configuration. 

c. Special tasks to phase the aircraft into the new program are 
accumplished prior to its operation. 

d. The adopting operator's maintenance program tmder FAR Part 129 
includes a system for ensuring that the adopted aircraft maintenance 
program is properly administered such as program adjustment, continuing 
analysis, recordkeeping, etc. 

e. All maintenance of the a&pting operator's aircraft is perform& 
under the control of the operator with the approved program. 

f. The adopting operator's maintenance program under FAR Part 129 
includes procedures to ensure the arrangement satisfies Icfy) Annex 6. 

Note: Refer to Appendix 1, Example 3, for a schematic presentation of 
thisarrangement. 

15. aINsoRr1m oE)lmvrIGNs. The consortiumoperations provide a formaI 
means for several operators to utilize a collnrmtintenanceprogram for 
each make and model aircraft and to apportion mk azng the consortium 
members. Normally, eachmenberwillassumetechnical~ogram 
responsibility for one make and model aircraft. msortium qerations are 
canplicatedbythe factthattheparticipants arebased in, ard 
certificated by, different comtries. Accordingly, they are regulated by 
different civil aviation authorities. Thearrangement is extensively 
documented and is sensitive to disruptions fran outside requirements 
imposed cgl individual operators. For this reasm, the FAA strives to avoid 
imposing such disruptions, but a situation may arise under the maintenance 
program approval where they will find it necessary to impose a conflicting 
requirement. If this occurs, the assigned inspector should discuss it with 
the appropriate civil aviation authority. 

a. When one operator within the consortium controls the aircraft 
maintenanceprogram for aparticularmake andr&lelaircraftandthat 
program is part of theraaintenanceprogramapproved for that qeratzor under 
FAR Part 129, the follting provisions apply: 

(1) Otheroperatorswithinthe ccnsortiummayadcptthatprcgram 
provided its use is included in their maintenance program approved under 
FAR Part 129. The aircraft maintenance program does not require additional 
approval. Refer to mix 1, Example 4, for a schematic display of this 
arrangement. 

(2) If only part of the program is adopted, the arrangement 
sfrxlldbe described inthemanuals ofboththe adcpting operatar and the 
cpsrator with the approvdl for the program. For example, Operator No. 1 
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may adopt the aircraftmaintenance~ogramapproved for Operator No. 2 
except for the cabin, whichOperatcnrNo. 1 maintains under a separate 
progr=- This arrangement is acceptableand shouldbedescribedin the 
approvaldocumen t for its maintenance program under FAR Part 129. 

Note: Refer to APpendix 1, Example 5, for a schematic presentation of 
thisarrangement. 

b. Consortium members with FAA repair station certificates should 
request operaticns specifications authorizatia to perform maintenance cn 
all U.S.-registered aircraft within the conx>rtium for dk5h they are rated 
at any location outside of the United States. This authorization stild 
apply only to aircraft within the ccnsortium agreement. Maintenance of 
other aircraft away fran the repair station will be authorized by 
geographic authorizations as in the past. 

c. KSSU and Atlas are the only msortiums recognized by the FAA for 
maintenance purposes. Use of the provisions of this paragraph by other 
consortiums 01: groupings is subject to FAA regional and headquarters office 
concurrence. 

16. PIUXR?MDESCRIPI'IcNs. As discussed earlier, the operator's manual 
systems~ulddescribethemaintenanceKogram~~ FARPart 129andthe 
individual aircraft maintenance programs. Theseprogramdescriptions serve 
todocumenttheprogramstosW canpliancewiththe FARandto shcwthe 
scopeoftheFAAapproval. 

a. The descriptions oftheprograms under FARPart rnaytakethe 
formof a separatemanual, or a chapter, section, or appendix of an 
existing manual. Other manuals or &xuments may be included by reference: 

(1) These descriptions and significant reference material must be 
in the English language. 

(2) These program descriptions and significant referenced 
material require FAA approval. 

(3) F&visions to the inspection quality control/assurance system, 
reliability control, consortium arrangements, and other critical aspeMs of 
the maintenance program IX&X FARPart shouldbeprovidedtothe 
assigned inspect=. If such revisions require approval by, or coordinatim 
with, the operator's m, they will also require FAA approval. 

b. Aircraft maintenance programs are identified by a schedule, 
listing, and description of job cards (or by a listing and the cards 
themselves) and the content of the tasks. 

(1) The listings, forms, and aontentmustbe inthewlish 
language. 
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(2) Adopted aircraftmaintenanceprogramsmustbs approvedand 
are authorized for the operator's use by inclusion in the cperator's 
maintenanceprogramunder FARPart129in theprogramdescripticn or manual 
ccntentrequiringE%approval. In additia?, the operator should submit 
evidence of the FAA approval of that aircraft program and a certified ccpy 
of the ccntractual agreementwiththeprogramholder. 

c. Agpendix 2 &picts acceptable formats for programapprwal and 
revision wrwal documentatim. This format is not mandatory and other 
hcumentation formats including this information are acceptable to ths FAA. 
There SMuldbeanindividual approval for each aircraft program except for 
adoptedpmgmns. 

d. The assigned inspector should discuss the FAA programs with the 
FcaAand seek their oxcurrencewiththe FAAapprwaltoensuretheyhave 
nocbjectiontoFAAprogramrequirements. If the EKXA agent declines to 
sign concurrence with the FAA apprwal, the agent's name, title, and 
location shouldbeincludedonthe documsntfor future reference. This 
concurrence is not intended to imply any respakbility by the FDIA for the 
U.S. ~xcgram: its purpose is to ensure both parties are in agreement. 

William T. Brennan 
Acting Director of Flight Standards 
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FOR OPERATOR 
I NO.1 I 

ZQPFXWEDFOR 1 
OPEBA!lDRJW.2 1 

AIXGTEDBY I 
I OPER?DORNO.l 1 

EXAMPLE 4. rGumm?mcEP~APPmvED~ER 
FAR PART 129 - Br&1caXsORr1uMARF#NGEMmT 

1 PFDGRAMWDER 
I Em Pzm? 129 
1 FDROXSO~IW 

AIXRAFT I 
PFoGFaM I 

I AIRcRAETPmGRAM I 

1 aiii%i%=R; 

1 
NO.2FOR 1 

I 
Is4KEDELB I 

I 

I AIWJRAFPPEUXRAM I 
I APPKWEDEOR 1 

I a3moxr1~ MEMBER f I NO.3EOR 
MAKE/mELc I 

I 
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AE?mDI2I 2. TYPIcALMAmmmNmPKmAMAPPmvALIxlcmmm 

smrIcx I. APPFOVZALOF~P~TNDERFARP~129 

OPERHOR 

PFGRMIDmrIFI~I~ 

Revision Control * 

sJEMITrEDBY** 
(name, title, signature, date, location) 

FAA -roval 
(nams, title, signature, date, location) 

(name, title, signature, date, location) 

s.EcT1m II. z4PPRcwALoFINDIvIIxJAL#AIm?AET~P~ 

AIE213RAFT,mGINE,ANDPmPELLJm MWEANDMIDELI 

* 

** 

*** 

PKGRAMIDBJTIFICXTIC'N 

&vision Cmtrol * 

sJBMITrEDBY** 
(name, title, signature, date, location) 

FAAApproval 
(name, title, signature, date, location) 

FZaACcncurrence *** 
(name, title, signature, date, locaticn) s 

Whateverprogramantrolreferences are subjecttoFAAapproval) 
(revision number, date, list of effective pages, etc.) 

Certificationthatthis program is submittedtothe FAA for apprwal 
for operations under FARPart mbehalf of the abve 
identified operator and I am authorized by that my to 
effect this submissian. 

Not mardatory. 

1 (and 2) 
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CHAPTER 8. AEROPWNE MAlhXENANCE 

All modificwionr and repairs shall be effected in accord- 
ance with frmhodr appropriuc to tk mopIanc cnnccmtd. 

8.8.1 An operaor shall enrurc tha the follorint record, 
UC bep1: 

a) in respect of ck entire uroplanc. the 10111 time in 
YMCC; 

b) m tcspect of the major compontms of the l eroplrm. 

2) Ibe due of the hst ovcrhul; 

31 the due of thr Lu inspection: 

c) in mptct Of lhorc IIISIN~HIIH atad qUipIWn1. the 
scrvicubilit) and operuing life of which NC d&mmcd 
b, heir cimc in scrvic~ 

2) lk date of lk l8u utspmion. 

*NNfX 6 - PART I 33 UllllU 
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11. uamok.LogadRa-ds 

v) opnrting instruc~ionr and infonouion on climb 
priomma nth rll a@nu opwamc. if provkkd in 
ucordana with 4.2.2.3. 

11.1.2~NS AnGpmcionsM4nualrhichmwkisauedm 
separate pmr concspondmp 10 rpcif~ aspea 01 opruions. 
provided in accordance wth 4.2.1 shall conwin at *UC I& 
rollowm(: 

a) insuuai0n.l wIhn~ the mponsihilkiw Of operations 
personnel pmavnag to the condw of llieht 
opedons; 

b) the fbcht CTCV for ach typ of opcwion to be 
condumd including the daignamn of the ruausion 
or annmmd; 

cl the maaimum fbght I& and Ilight duty periods of 
flithI crcu members. dmcrmmcd an aaordana with 
4.2.9.3: 

d) thr ireflight Md the tmcrgcwy l&ht procedures 
mcluding Ibc inJlii)h! and ~hc cmer~cy ducks 
assigned (0 ach crew member: 

C) cbecL.hs: of cmcr#cng’ and Ufcc> equipment and 
innrutwnr for as use; 

f’l the mnhod of damnjnin~ minimum fbg)u attiruda u 
rcqwrtd b) 4.2.5.4-NS and 4.2.55NS; 

h) Ihe nrcumsrrnces in which a fadto tiuenin~ watch IS to 
be mamcmcd; 

1) * hrl of the navi~atwnal cprupmm to k cumd. 

i) spmfx mstruction~ for the cvmpuwion of the quan- 
ticin of furl and oil IO be cared having qard to all 
~(~urnsmnas of the opcrac~on includm) the 
possibiht~ of tbe failure of ore or - porerpiantr 
whlk en rouw; 

k) anformation which will cnabk lbc pibt-in-commmd 
10 daermmt vkcrhef Ihe lb#tl may be wnrmued 
should an) IIuuulncnI. cquipmun or sysmn become 
ilwpeawe; 

I) ifmruaions which will -c hat * pik4.h 
mmnwnd will have fof crch nighl. &t&cd 
hfonru~mn in respect 10 cvnun~aic4tion faciliucs. 
oa*uon aids. wodromes. and such other 
inlormrGon as the operawr mmy dam acauy; 

proadulu. u plescribai io &ma z for pilou-in- 
ammInd of awepted ai?cnfll; 

viuld sigds for use by iluerccpIing 8nd intncepwd 
ailmf1,ucOou.inedinAnna2; 

forvroplwwsima&dlobeopaucdlbovc1smm 
(49 OOD h): 

I) ieformrcioo which will enabk the pil01 IO 
dncrmincthckrtcouneofaaioatotakcintht 
weatofuposwccordrreosmicradiation; 

2)prac44urrrinIbcmnttb8Iadodrionlodcscad 
k mkn. cowio& 

i) the naessily to give the bpproprime air uaflic 
mwice (Al-s.) unil prior -aming of the situation 
ad of obuiahg a pfovbiond desant 
daruue. 

ii)thc aaion lo be ukm in the even, thar 
maununiarion with the ATS unit cannot k 
cnrblisbcd or is inrarupled. 

infonartion and m ontheclrriycof 
duuemu~podr.kKMilu~nlokI8keninlhc 
eva3lOl an cmertcncy; 

ana- rvumion procedure; 

ufely prcamiolu dulin~ refueliiq wilh passal#nr 
on baud; 

opuatin~ instndons and information on climb 
pdonmna with all tngiacs opentin& if provided in 
uoxdma with 4.2.2.3. 

L 
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J) pocJdurcs for SmiciDg and euin1aulce; 

b) the fm&nq of etch chock. omhul ot olprrion; 

cl the mponsibilain of the &us cl~stcs of ~kilkd 
maintcnum pr5omcl; 

d) tk setvidtu d nuintemna methods which tray be 
prescribed by. or which mquire the prior Jpprovd of. 
the Sate of Repstry; 

c) the poadum for pepJlillg the hlJim- RdCJSC. 
the circums~urar under which this mk~s is to be iuwd 
md the personnel npuired to st‘n it. 

11.4 Mw(crca RelcJu 

A Mlintemtscc Rck stall cowin J ertifKuion u to 
the uurf~ctory compktmn of mJmtamnoc work arrkd out 
in ~cordmx with the mcthodr pracrib~d in the MJintcnJncc 
MJnUJl. 

ll.S.2 S&J.- f%rrrcl in fhe loam, LO8 
Book shodd be made cunm11~ and III mk or indelibk pencil. 

11.5.3 IroucJlc~.- Complmd Jowncy Log 
Book should k retauud IO prcwie o cvnnn~ow record oJthr 
kll six months’ opcmuom. 

Opmtors sld JI JIJ times have JnilJblt for imnwdirtc 
commuruation lo rescue co-ordination cmrres. Liar contam- 
@ information on lbc emn~ency and swvivivrl equipment 
cartied on bard any of their ytophcs cogged in imcma- 
tioNJ Jir JJvi#Juon. The illfomsJliott ShJJl include. Js 
pliable. the aumber. cokw rad type of life rJfts Jnd 
~CChr,iC& &Jib Of Cwrtmey ti Jt&lJS. WJln 

ss&ies md the IyP Jtld ffeoUCnck of the mKryncy 
paubk radio cqtsipment. 

Fvrr and oil d - #Je 4.2.8 

Maktmam mmds - s.w 8.8 

Flight time mvrds - ut 4.2.9.3 

Opemtiowl/lrlht @on - see 4.3.3.1 md 4.X3.2-NS 

11.1 Fllgbl Rcorh mcmd5 

11.7.) Anoper~tor shill cnsurc. to thecrtcnr possible. in 
he evenr one of lus JirnJfl bcconta mvolved in m Jcodmc. 
chc paservrtson of 111 rcluecl flight recorder records. Jnd II 
ncccsury the uyvuled fbghl recorderr. Jnd their menlion m 
ah custody pemhng Wit dlspositmn Js dewrmined m 
-ha with Annex 13. 
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